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To the Right Honourable 
Sr WILLIAM PRITCHARD, 


LORD MAYOR 


OF -TWEs 
CITY-of LONDON. 


Right Honourable ! 


N obedience to your Command, I have 

| publiſhed this Diſcourſe, which T hum- 

bly preſent to your Lordſhip. And if I 

may not be too bold or officious, I would 

beg leave here ( my Lord ) to congratulate 

your Lordjlip in your moſt juſtly deſerved 

Honour. Tho I have not enquired particular- 

ly of my Brethren, yet I dare be wery confi- 

dent, That your Lordjhip had the Votes 

and Good Wijhes of all the Orthodox 
Clergy both in City and Countrey. 

May God preſerve and bleſs your Lord- 


A 3 ſhip 


———— 


— 


ſhip in your Government ; and may there 


never want an Able and a Loyl Perſon 


to fill that Chait, ſo long as the Sun and 
Moon ſhall endure. 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhips moſt 
Obedicnt and 


Humble Seryant, 


Abraham Markland. 


St. Luke, ch. xix. v. 41, 42. 


And when He was come near, He beheld the 
City, and wept over it ; ſaying, If thou 
hadſt known, even thou at leaſt in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine 
eyes. | 


F we look into the foregoing Verſes 
of this Chapter , we ſhall find our 
Blefled Saviour ſurrounded, and ac- 
companied, by a great multitude of 

people ; ſome ſpreading their garments be- 

fore Him on the ground ;- others-cutting 
branches from the Trees, and ftrawing 
them in the way; ſinging and crying 
aloud, Hoſanna to the Son of David : Blef- 
ſed is he that cometh in-the Name of the 

Lord, Hoſanna in the Higheſt ! When, lo! 

in the midſt of their ſhouts and acclamatt- 

ons, He who was the Cauſe of all their joy 
and gladneſs ; 'for whoſe ſake alone thoſe 

Triuumphs were.inſtituted ; behold, cyen-He 

Humſclt 
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Himſelf is all in tcars and weeping ; not 
as tho He were their Prince, and the Great 
Son of David, but ſome diſconſolate -Pri 
ſoner, and a poor helpleſs Captive, whom 
they had taken , and were guarding him 
along to his Execution. He was now 1n- 
decd, within a few days, to ſuffer a moſt 
crucl and ſhameful Death*upon the Croſs, 
for the ſins of Mankind ; yet was 1t not 
for This , that he was ſo moved and con- 
cern'd ;not to think that his Hoſanna would 
cnd in a Crucihe ; not to think that he who 
had now Garments ſpread before him , 
ſhould c're long have His own divided, and 
lots caſt upon his Veſture; and tho Boughs 
and Branches were now ſpread in-his way, 
he ſhould in a lictle while be hanged on a 
Tree himſelf: No, this was not that which 
gricved and troubled the Bleſſed Feſus ; but, 
as he adviſed the People, when he was go- 
ing to [is Paſſion ; ſo now , he wept not 
for Himſelf, but for Them, and their Chil- 
dren , to think on that nuſcrable Deſtru- 
Ction which he ſaw coming on that wicked 


and incorrigible People. He who was of 
ſo 
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ſo tender a nature and diſpoſition, as to 
weep at the Grave of one Perſon, whom 
yet he could raiſe to life again, could: not- 
chuſe but weep over ſo many hundred 
thouſands, could not chuſe but be griey'd 
to ſee the City a place of Skulls, to > fee C- 
ven feruſalem it ſelf become a Golgotha ; 
could not chuſe but ſhed tears at the Grave 
of a whole Nation, which he ſaw would 
periſh utterly, and never be rais'd nor re- 
ſtord. Forty years longer God would 
bear with that People ; but then had fworn 
in his wrath, He would turn them out of 
his Reſt for ever. And when He was come 
near , He beheld the City, and wept over 
it, GCC. 


We have in the Text theſe Three things 
obſeryable. 


Firſt, The great Love of our Saviour to 
moſt ſinful and unworthy People. 


Secondly , 7 he unreaſonable ſubbormeſs 
and impenitency of that People. 


B And 
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And Thirdly, The juft judgment of God 
upon them , in their utter ruin and deſtru-- 
Aion. 


_ I. Ibegin with the Firſt, The exceeding 
Love of our Saviour to ſuch a wicked and 
incorrigible People. And this appears not 
only by his weeping here , and his moſt 
paſſionate Expreſſion ; but from other ob- 
vious, and very remarkable Circumſtan- 
ces 5. whulit they ſhew Him all the Reſpect 
they can imagine ; whilſt they do him all 
the honour that lies in their power, even 
ſuch honour and reſpect, as could hardly 
ſand with their ſafety,, as might raiſe ſuſ-- 
picion and jealouſie in their Roman Go- 
vernours, and might bring them into que- 
. ſton. and trouble for that days Trumph ;. 
when they are obeying and fulfilling one 
of the moſt ſignal Prophecies concerning 
our Say1our ;- Behold, 0 Sion, thy King com- 
eth unto thee, meek; and lowly, riding on an 
Afe ;. nay, a:Colt, the Foal of an Afſe ; and 
yet in this humble condition, owning htm 
for their King, and receiving him for their 

Meſhiah ; 
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Mefiah ; when after aboye three years fre- 
quent preaching amongſt *em, they not 
only were deaf to, but oppoſed and tra- 
duced his Doctrine ; when after ſo many 
and fo great Wonders wrought to fatisfic 
and convince 'em, they not only deſpis'd, 
but ſlander'd and blaſphem'd his Miracles ; 
and now as it were repenting of their wil- 
fulneſs, and making him ſome amends for 
their long obduracy ; conducting him ( as 
they thought) toa Kingdom, and waitin 
on him to the Throne of his Facher David 
t only laying their Garments before 

im, but ready to throw themſelves at his 
feet ; that in the nudſt of ſo many expreſ- 
ſions to him of their good will and kind- 
neſs, he ſhould burft out into tears,and fore- 
te] their utter rum, could not poſſibly pro- 
ceed from any thing bur exceſfive love and 
charity ; could not be thought to proceed 
from any thing but pure Pity and Com- 
paſſion. 

' Had he told them of the loſs of their 
City and Temple, when they came out 
againſt him as a Thicf, with Swords and 
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Staves | to take him, they might have 
_ thought he had been only wroth with'em, 


and prophecy'd out of indignation ;- but 
now that they come out to him in great 
numbers of all ſorts , as to ſome mighty 
Monarch, returning home with Victory ; 
not meeting him with Swords and Staves, 
but with Boughs, and Branches, and Gar- 
lands: that now he ſhould declare to 'em, 
they were a loſt undone people, could not 
proceed but from hearty grief, and ex- 
treme ſorrow for their nuſery. - 

When they blinded him, and buffet 
him, and ſmote him on the face in raille- 
ry, ſaying, Prophecy unto us, thou Chriſt, 
who among us is he that fmote thee ; had 
he return'd upon 'em, and told 'em of 
their own more , wretched Blindneſs, 
and that the things that belong'd to. 
their peace were Iid from their eyes 
for eyer: Or when they were leading 
him without the Walls of their City to 
be Crucifi'd , and lifting him.up on the 
Croſs; had he then declar'd to 'em, that 
he. would draw both them and their 

children. 
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children too after him in like manner ; that 
the time was coming upon them, and-was 
rrevocably ſet and determin'd, wherem 
all round thoſe walls, ſuch numbers of 


them ſhould be crucified, * till more Croſſes * Feet 


. 1 
ſhould not be: found', nor room where to ſet «, 


more Croſſes ; as tho the begirting and ſur- 
rounding, here mentioned, were alſo 1n- 
tended, of their being compaſled about 
with their. own crucifi'd People ; a ſight c- 


ven more terrible to them, than the Ar- + 


nues of the Romans : Had He at any of- 
theſe times\'denounc'd- ſuch heavy judg-- 
ments, they might have thought it had 
been his Anger, and lookt upon it as Re-- 
venge; - but ow, that he ſhould let: fall: 
ſuch a.ſad Prophecy of their ruin, could: 
not.poflibly come trom any thing, but the 
very. bowels of love and pity. So that, 
methinks, our Bleſſed Saviour, in his en-- 
trance here into 7eruſalem, appears like old 
Jeptha, returning from his -Conqueſt of 
the Ammonites, the City comes out to meet: 
him, all ſinging aloud, and rejoycing ; 
when lo ( like unhappy Zeptha ), the fad- 


afflicted. 


> 
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afflicted Jeſus, turns away his head, and 
ſighs, and weeps, to think what a Doom 
was pronounc'd; to think what a Vow 
God himſelf had paſs'd on the whole Na- 
tion ; and that not a raſh, or haſty, but a 
juſt one, and long dclay'd ; to think they 
were irrecoverably all ſentenc'd to the 
ſlaughter, and the Daughter of S707 her 
ſclt, within a while , to be made a Sacri- 
ficc. One would have hoped, that ſuch 
- news might have made them ſeiſ1ble of 
their miſery, that ( like the poor Daugh- 
ter of Jeptha ) they would have begg'd 
leave yet of God Almighty, and all the time 
he ſpar'd '*em, have ſpent in ſorrowtul La- 
mentations, and gone all up and down the 
Mountains, weeping and bemoaning their 
ſad condition. But fo far was this Predicti- 
on of onr Sayiour from having any ſuch 
good cftcct upon them, that as Bad as they 
were when 'twas ſpoken, they were Worſe 
yet when it was Fulfilld. Which brings 
me to the Second Particular : 


II. The Incorrigible Wickedneſs and Impe- 


nitency 
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nitency of that People.. 1 do not love, I con-- 
feſs, by no means,to be raking into the ſins 
of a Nation,. ſpecially of a Nation ſo well 
belov'd and highly favourd-by God Al- 
mighty ; and for this reaſon I ſhall not rip 
up old ſorcs,or pry into the Crimes and Mif-- 
carriages of their Foretathers; but ſhall only 
give you an account of the nature and di- 
{poſition of that Pcople, in and about the 
time'of. their final Deſtruction ; which 1 
chuſe to do the rather, becauſe it ſounhap- 
pily agrecs- with our 07 preſent Circum-- 

ſtances: For, excepting that we ſee not. 

the Romans without our Walls ( and yet. 

they are gotten-within.*cm.. too) and a. 
mixture of other fierce cruel people ; ex-- 

cepting that we have not a clear prophecy 
of: our Rui ( and. yet. we have ſuch ill. 
aboadings as do almoſt amount to a Pro- 
phecy ) excepting only the difference of 
place, time, and perſons; .in all other par-- 
ticulars, *tis hard to find out any the leaſt 


diſtinction: As tho We had cither been ru- - 
ud aboye Sixteen hundred yearsago, or 
the Zews were going now a ſecond time to - 


be.deſtroy'd.. That: 
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That I may not tire and weary you with 
too many Inſtances, and common to other 
people ; I ſhall take notice only of ſuch as 
were more remarkable in Them, and arc 


very ſtrangely Applicable. 


" Firſt,then; They were a-quite Alter'd 
Nation, and degenerated from the Gravity, 

and Wiſdom , and Sobriety of their An- 
ceſtors; were grown a fierce, furious, a 

wild, and a hair-brain'd people; impati- 

ent and uncapable of advice or confidera- 

tion ; and it was Death almoſt, but for any 
Joſeph.1. man to offer 'em Good Counſel *. This 
6. & 15. Foſephus frequently complains of, and felc 
the effects of it himſelf , when cxhorting 

them to their ſafety, he had almoſt been 
murder'd for his labour : The Prudence 

and Seriouſneſs of their Forefathers was 

out of date , and Antiquated ; and they 

who were now come up, were a vain, light, 

giddy Generation. And need we to travel 

very far now, to match this Deſcription 

and Character? Where then is the Stay'd- 


neſs and Solidity of this once moſt Re- 
yerd 
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vcr d Nation ? That Wiſdom ſo profound 
and awful, like the Sea that guards us, and 
it ſelf a ſafer guard too, and defence, than 
the whole Ocean: all yaniſh'd into meer 
Foam, become a hght, frothy Humour;and 


yet like Froth and Foam too, is arrogant 


ſtill, and uppermoſt ; infults on the deep 
Waters,and rides in Trumph o're the vaſt 
Ocean; fcorns and contemns and derides 
the Gravity of thoſe old Sages, with the 
Inſolence of the Comedian , that made a 
Scene of the great Socrates, tho the wiſeſt 


man then alive, and the Solomon of the Gen= ' 


* tiles. But our Fathers are ne're the worſe 


for our laughing at 'em, nor we the better; 
they preſerv'd a Nation with their heavi- 
neſs, and made it flouriſh with their dull 
Simplicity, which their gay Sons have al- 
moſt Ruird with their Wit and Ingenui- 
ty : They defervedly always accounted the 
Ballance of Chriſtendom , their Degenerous 
Poſterity hardly the Duſt of that Ballance. 
2. The next thing obſervable ( and but 
a natural conſequence of the former ) was 
their contempt and hatred of their OY 
an 
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ThatI may not tire and weary you with 
too many Inſtances, and common to other 
people ; I ſhall take notice only of ſuch as 
were more remarkable in Theny, and arc 


very ſtrangely Applicable. 


" Firſt,then; They were a quite Al/ter'd 
Nation, and degeneratcd from the Gravity, 
and Wiſdom, and Sobricty of their An- 
ceſtors; were grown a fierce, furious, a 
wild, and a hair-brain'd people; impatt- 
ent and uncapable of advice or confidera- 
tion ; and it was Death almoſt, but for any 
Joſeph.1. man to offer 'em Good Counſel *. This 
6. 6 15. Foſephus frequently complains of, and fele 
the effects of it himſelf , when exhorting 
them to their ſafety, he had almoſt been 
murder'd for his labour : The Prudence 
and Scriouſneſs of their Forctathers was 
out of date , and Antiquated ; and they 
who were now come up, were a vain, light, 
giddy Generation. And need we to travel 
very far now, to match this Deſcription 
and Character? Where then is the Stay'd- 
nefs and Solidity of this once moſt hs 
vcr 
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ver d Nation ? That Wiſdom fo profound 
and awtul, like the Sea that guards us, and 
it ſelf a ſafer guard too, and defence, that 
the whole Occan: all yaniſh'd into meer 
Foam, become a hghe, frothy Humour;and 


yet like Froth and Foam too, 1s arrogant 


ſtill, and uppermoſt ; infults on the deep 
Waters,and rides in Trumph o're the vaſt 
Ocean; ſcorns and contemns and derides 
the Grayity of thoſe old Sages, with the 
Inſolence of the Comedian , that made a 
Scene of _the great Socrates, tho the wiſeſt 


man then alive, and the Solomon of the Gen= 


tiles. But our Fathers are ne're the worſe 
for our laughing at *em, nor we the better; 
they preſerv'd a Nation with their heavi- 
neſs, and made it flouriſh with their dull 
Simplicity, which their gay Sons have al- 
moſt Ruinrd with their Wit and Ingenui= 
ty : They defervedly always accounted the 
Ballance of Chriſtendom ; their Degenerous 
Poſterity hardly the Duſt of that Ballance. 
2. The next thing obſervable ( and but 
a natural conſequence of the former ) was 


their contempt and hatred of their Superiors 
and 
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+ Joſeph. and Governors. * They ſcorn'd, they abus'd, 
'3'*" nay they laid aſide their Lawful Magi- 
ſtrates, and ſet up Courts and Officers of 
their own tumultuary Chuſing : And all 
*14. 1.4, that were not of their Furtous Party *, they 
c 5 markt and branded with odious Names, 
of Betrayers of their City and Countrey ; tra- 
duced 'em, and gave out that they were 
Friends to Titus, held Correſpondence 
with their Enemies, and were Penſioners to 
* L. 4c. the Romans. * And under this pretence, 
5-6-6 they ſeizd many of the Chicf and Wiſe 
men of the City ; and cither expos'd 'em 
to the Infolence and Outrage of the 
Multitude , or elſe threw 'em into Pri- 
ſon, and there let 'em lyc -and periſh. 
"Twas no more than for ſome of the 
Factious to Accuſe ſuch or ſuch a Great 
Perſon, and ſay he was in a Plot of deli- 
ycring up their City to the Enenues,and he 
was irremediably Undone. And by theſe 
means ( which, by the way, is remarkable, 
tho not ſo very ſtrange neither, becauſe 
it 15 natural) but by theſe means (as the Hi- 
ſtory tells us) they drew to their Faction 


{ome 


6 
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ſome few of the * Nobility ; who, it ſeems, *-2-<. 


were afraid of being Honeſt, and thought 
it their beſt way, at that time, to be Popular : 
And theſe they cry'd up for the true Pa- 
triots. of their Coutrey , and Defenders of 
their Liberty ; and all that were not of 
that Party , were look'd on as, Romiſhly 
Aﬀefed. There was one,thing more , rc- 
lating to this particular , which I1.cannot 
chuſe but take notice of, 'tis ſo appolite to 


our purpoſe. * With a company of Lies * L. 4 
and falſe Stories, of their own wicked 1n- © 5: 


venting , they ſet thoſe that were in Au- 
thority at diſcord one with another ; where- 
by, in the mean time, they might compaſs 
their wicked deſign of ruining the City. 
I profeſs, when I met with this Paſſage, 1 
knew not whether I was more reading an 
Hiſtory of the Fewiſh , or a Prophecy of 
our own Nation : it comes ſo home tous, 
thatTI doubt ſome men will hardly believe 
our Report, think Foſephus was malicious, 
and indite his Hiſtory tor a Libel. What 
defamatory Lies, and ſcandalous falſe Re- 
ports, haye we known rais'd on thoſe that 
C. 2 arc 
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are in Authority , and only for this very 
reaſon too, becauſe they were in Autho- 
rity? Before, they were honeſt enough 
but then , they muſt be falſe and treache- 
rous: as tho it were true of all men, what 
was once faid of Galba, That he was every 
way deſerying the Empiretf he had but never 
come to be Emperor. But this1s the old Art 
of ſubtil ambitious Politicians, firſt to 
diſarm the Government , and weaken the 
hands of thoſe in Authority, that they may 
be leſs able to oppoſe and defeat them in 
their ill Deſigns ; like the Plague of Athens, 
which, as Thucidides obſerves, firit ſeiſed 
the Phylicians. | 

3. The next thing among them , (and 
indeed the greateſt occaſion of their over- 
throw ) was their Fattions and Diviſions. 
To gwe you a full account of this, would 
here be too large and tedious ; but the ſum 
of it, take thus briefly. * There were 
three Potent Factions , and cach of them 
had their Head or Leader , whoſe 'very 
Names-and Quahnes he there recites : yet 
did. theſe hate cach other morally , and 


when. 
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when occaſion ſerv'd , oppreſs'd one ano- 

cher. * If at any time the Beſiegers were * L- 5 
quict , and let them alone , they fell out * 
and quarre'd amongſt themſelves ; and 
from their ſeveral Poſts and Quarters,were 
daily aflaulting and throwing Darts at 

one another ; and yer upon the leaſt noiſe 

or allarum from the Enemy , were very 
good Friends and Acquaintance , and all 

the Diſſenters were preſently united. - Out 

- they iſſued with joint Forces, and behaved. 
themſelves moſt valiantly; tho they fought 

not ( ſaith oſephus ) to defend the City * L 6. 
from the Romans , but only to keep the © "_ | 
Spoil , and to make a Prey of it them- 
felves. In this one thing (tho in nothing 

elfe) all the three Factions were conſtant-- 

ly agreed, The common ruin and deſtru- 
ction of the People and City. * "Twere * £6: 
endleſs to tell you what Deaths and Im-© 7 
prifonments, what Plunderings and Con- 
fiſcations the poor Citizens ſuffer d.. * Al} * L 6. 
their malice was bent againſt thoſe thac ©” 
were Honeſt and Well-atte&ed ,. againft 
ſuch as. were.. Quiet., and.defired. to live. 


Peace-- 
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Peaceably in the Land ; and they had ra- 
ther be the ruin of Theſe, than of the very 
- Romans themſclves. * They pretended in- 
deed at firſt , that they would guard and 
prote&t Jeruſalem ; that they would de- 
fend , with their laſt drop of blood , the - 
Liberties and the Properties of the People ; 
but all their aim (as by the Hiſtory plain- 
ly appears ) was only Power and Domi- 
nion; and which of the three Partics 
ſhould have the Government of the City. 
The preſent Conſtitution they all reſoly'd, 
was to be deſtroyed ; and the only con- 
teſt among them was,which of them ſhould 
beuppermoſt : Infomuch that Zoſephws tells 
* us, * The Seditious ſubdued and took the 
City , and the Romans only ſubdued and 
took the Seditious. 

And yet, as wicked as theſe men were, 
as vile and abomunable, ſuch as poor, ho- 
neſt Infidels would have ſcorn'd their So- . 
cicty ; yet did they ſeparate for greater 
holineſs from the reſt of the People ; as 
tho all beſides themſelyes were mere Hea- 
thens and Publicans : nay, had the impu- 


dence 


at Guild-Hall Chappel 


dence (pray mind. it, for 'tis worth all your 
obſervations ) had the impudence to call 
themelves by the name of theZealous.They 
were the only true Iſraclites, even Hebrews 
of the Hebrews, and the reſt no better than 
Philiftines , and Moabites, and Hagarenes. 
Good Heavens ! that men ſhould think 
*thus to impoſe upon God Almighty! Such 
Zealots, as Titus himſelf would have ca- 
ſhierd and disbanded ; ſuch Saints , as 
would have been a ſcandal to an o/d Roman 
Army.. * 

Nay, they were not content to be holier 
than the People, they would be more zea- 
lous too for God's Honour, than the very 
Prieſts themſelves : They, alas! were falſe 
and treacherous, Baal's Prieſts, and Priefts 
of Dagon | Nay, they gave out: (ſaith 7oſe- 
phus which is wondertully to our purpoſe) | 
they gave out, that the-* Prieſts meant to © 
betray the City to the Romans ;- tho there © 
was no-proof- inthe World, nor the leaft 
ſign of any ſuch thing : juſt ſ\uch another 
Calumny , as that of their famous Succef- 


ſors, that the. Prieſts of the. Church of Eng- 
land: 


_ 


A Sermon Preached 


land will betray us all into Popery. If ye 
are never Papiſts till we make you ſo, ye 
ſhall dic Proteſtants,and we'll die witls you ; 
nay, before you too, we hope ; and'ſhew 
you good Examples. No, (my Beloved) 
the Church of England neyer made Papiſt, 
nor Rebel ; neither prays to, or worſhips, 
nor makes any Martyrs. 

4. The next thing I ſhall obſerve, as a 
great cauſe of their miſerable deſtruction, 
was their Atheiſm, Prophaneneſs and Sacri- 
ledge. I name theſe together , becauſe of 
their near affinity. You may wonder now, 
to hear that ſuch zealous People ſhould be 
Atheiſts; and yet Foſephus, who knew 
them well, aſſures us, there was not a more 
Atheiſtical Generation ; they ſcorn'd (ſaith 
he ) and defpisd all things Holy and Di- 

. _, vine; they derided the ſacred Writings of 
'?* the Prophets , Gowiy dy uprines Avyornoias dxAiater, 
laugh'd at them , made a jeſt of them, as 

tho the Prophets had becna ſort of Jug- 

lers or Fortune-tellers ; and their Writ- 
ings, 1dlc Stories, and cunningly deviſed 
Fables. And I would to God, there were 

not 
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not more than we are aware , that for all 
their zcalous ſhews,arc ſecretly of the ſame- 
Opinion : that make a noiſe and a buſtle, 
and are ready to mutiny about Religion, 
and yet have no more Religion in Tom 
than an old 7ew turn'd Uſurer. I confeſs, 
that Atheiſm,wherever it be,is a moſt grie- 
yous crying ſin; but yet we are not to 
think it confin'd to ſome wild, extravagant 
People ; for beſides the looſe, the free, the 
open , the Atheiſts to no purpoſe ; there 
| are grave,and cloſc,and ſilent, demure and 
politick Atheiſts , that droll too on holy 
Scriptures, and turn it into Ridicule, and 
Burleſque it all over with their moſt im- 
pious Deeds and Practices.” Such. as dif- 
ſemble with God,and revile the King, and 
are the Heads ſtill of thoſe that are given 
to Changes ; that are diſobedient to Go- 
vernours , and to crofs and ſpight the 
Apoſtle more , even as they pretend too, 
out of Conſcience ; that preach Rebellion 
againſt lawful Authority-; and thoſe thar 
reſiſt , ſhall reccive to themſelves a King- 
dom. I would to God ( Ifay:) that ſuch 
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men, for all their talk and pretences , do 
not (with the Zewiſh Zealots) in their hearts 
deny all Scripture ; and think- the Wri- 
tings of St. Paul no better than an old 
Legend. 

Fromtheir Atheiſm, or Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples, they proceeded ( as indeed was na- 
tural for them) to all kind of Prophanc- 
neſs. They quarter d their Soldiers 1n 
the Temple it ſelf , and made the Houſe 
of God a Caſtle and a Garifon : as tho 
it had not been the Temple of the Zews 
at Jeruſalem, but ſome Foreign Church of 
St. Paul, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles : 
Nay farther yet,They made it a Slaughter- 
houſe and a Shambles ,. kill'd the poor 1n- 
nocent People that came thither to ther... 
Devotions , and flew the holy Prieſts, as 
they were ſacrificing at the Altas.; the 
Pavement flowed with Blood, and was co- 
vered with Carcaſlcs ; till Mount Sion it 
{elf look'd like the Valley of Hinnom, and 
the Sanctuary of God , like the bloody 
houſe of Moloch. 

But to make full proof of thewr Impic- 
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ty , To their Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, 
they added all fnanner of Sacrilege. They 
rob'd and plunderd the Temple of its 
Riches and Ornaments; took away all the 
Church-Plate, the golden Veſſels,and other 
Utenſils , that had been given and dedi- 
cated to the Honour of God and his Ser- 
vice. They had not the face indeed to 
affirm, that theſe things were Superſtitious; 
that the golden Cups and Candlefticks 
were Heathenihh and Idolatrous : but yet 
they ſaid ſomething elfe, as much to ours, 
and their own purpoſe , That they mighe 
make bold with theſe things , ſince *rwas 
they that fought for the Temple, and 'twas 
but firting (they thought) that God ſhould 
maintain and pay His own Army. The Saints 
too ( it ſeems ) Then were for inheriting 
the-Earth ; and wifely done too, for Hea- 
ven they knew they ſhould never inherit. 

s. I come now to the laſt Obſeryation, 
the blindneſs, the inſenſibleneſs, the infatua- 
tion of that Pcople,under all God Almigh- 
ys plain Warnings and Threatnings. I 
ſhall recite theſe to you briefly , as I find 
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them ſet down in Joſephus,who adds, That 
there were many that could teſtifie the 
truth of what he relates , that were then 
. alive.and had been eye-witneſſes *. ©'There 
* was a dreadful Comet, like a Sword, that 
*appearcd a ycar together : there was a 
* wonderful great light ſhone in the Tem- 
* ple at midnight : the braſen Gate'of the 
*Temple, that requir'd at leaſt twenty men 
*to ſhut or open 1t , tho barr'd with Bolts 
* of Iron, yet open'd of its own accord : 
© a great company of Chariots and Horſe- 
*men were ſeen in the Air, and an Army 
*came marching along the Clouds , and 
* ſurrounded the City : and at the Feaſt of 
* Pentecoſt , the Prieſts, according to their 
* cuſtom, going into the Temple to Prayer 
*and Sacrifice, felt it move and tremble, 
* and heard that terrible voice, webeirowr i- 
* rw, Let us depart hence , let us be gone 
* from this place. And yet ſo blind were 
theſe People, that they gave no heed or 
regard to theſe, and more Tokens and 
Signs of their ruin: ſo infatuated , that 
they perceived not the Judgments * that 

Were 
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were ready to fall on their City, and them- 
{clves. 

And now , what ſhall we fay to theſe 
things? Have we not ſeen too, a Comet 
(ſhall I fay) nay, a true real Sword , that 
hung over this bleeding Nation for ſeve- 
ral years together * The Gates of the 


holy Temple not only ſet wide open ,. bur. 


broken down , carryed away , Poſts and- 
all, like that of Gaza, for all manner of 
Schiſm and Hereſie to enter into the San- 
Etuary. Nay, ſaw we not (what 1s more 
yet) in that black,diſmal Mid-night, ſtrange 
Lights too in the Temple ; more terrible: 
than Darkneſs The Ground ſhook and 
trembled , and the Prieſts that came into 
worſhip ,. heard a. lamentable fad Voice, 
that commandcd them all to depart ; to go- 
and fit down even by the waters of Babylon; 
and there. weep for their S7on ; till God 
ſhould turn. her Captivity :. And her Cap- 
tyity He turn'd, and brought her home 
again in fafcty ; but ſaon. we forgot and 
abuſed His wondertul Mercy ; ſome grew 
yanton , and ſome angry and ſorry tor: 


their. 
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their Deliverance. Again, He took us to. 
task, and ( to ſpeak in the words of Solo- 
mon) ſeeing we would not be reclaim'd - 
by our former Corrections , wherein we 
thought He dallycd with us, He now ſhew'd 
Himſelfto be in carneſt ; and ſent upon us 
Judgments worthy of God ; let looſe the 
Miniſters of His Fury almoft all together, 
Sword, Firc and Peſtilence , and the two 
latter hardly to be parallel'd ; and yet, as 
tho we were contending and ſtriving with 
Him for the Maſtery, we grew worſe and 
worſe upon every Puniſhment , and came 
{till out of the Furnace, not refined, bur 
only hard'ned.  'Tis true indeed , there is . 
one yet, amonglit the Signs of the Jewiſh 
Ruin , which we ſee not, I mean the Vi- 
ſion of. the Horfe-men and the Chariots, 
we ſee not. Ah! we do fee,and have long 
beheld with terror, a vaſt dreadful Army 
hanging over our heads continually ; and 
heard the ratling of their Spears, and the 
very prancing of their Horſes ; it comes 
on {till like a growing Storm, and marches 
forward in battel array ; at the head of it a 
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fierce Leader,all in bright ſhining Armour, 
as proud and as ambitious as the old Ro- 
man Emperors: an Army that ſeems not 
delign'd againſt one City or Nation, but 
threatens Ewrope , and ſurrounds and be- 
fieges all Chriſtendom. 

3. I come now to the third and laſt Par- 
ticular ; 7 he juft fudgement of God upon 
the people of the Jews , in their utter Ruin 
and Deftrufion. I ſhall not tell you the 
whole Story ; only this in ſhort, there ne- 
yer was a more lamentable : For , what 
with the Enemy without, and the Factions. 
within ; what with a norfome Peſtilence,. 
and a moſt grievous Famine , there were 
deftroy'd in this one City of Ferzſalem *, * L. 7. 
Eleven Hundred Thouſand People, beſides © *7: 
vaſt numbers that were ſlain all oyer the 
Countrey ; and thoſe that remain'd, cither 
cheaply fold. for Slaves , or carried away 
Captive : their Cities and Townsallrmn'd, 
Jeruſalem and the Temple confum'd with 
fre; and in a'word, the whole Countrey 
laid waſte and deſolate : fo dreadful a De- 
ficuction, as tho the day of gy 4428 
cen. 
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been there , and already paſt on that Na- 
tion. And if theſe be the Fruits of 1in- 
ing againſt God , and holding out-in de- 
fiance ; if theſe be the Effects of crucity- 
ing a Saviour , and never afterwards rc- 
penting 3 if this be the end of Pride, Hy-4 
pocrific, FaCtion and Diviſion ; what have 
we of this ſinful diſtracted Nation to cx- 
pet * I know-we will be pleading here 
in our own bchalt, That the 7ews ſuffered 
chiefly for their putting to death the Meſ- 
fiah 5 And I would to God, we had not a 
Sin yct to account for, much of the ſame 
nature. T7 hey knew not Chrift;ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, and they told Pilate, they had no [king 
but Ceſar ; but durſt never have calF'd out 
to him, That C e/ar ſhould be crucifi'd. In 
one thing, we have exactly imitated thoſe 
People ; I mean ,, in our Impenitency for 
ſo execrable a Wickedneſs: For, excepting 
the true Sons of the much abuſed Church 
of England , excepting thoſe that ſuffer'd 
with .him , and were  Confeſlors- to that 
Martyr, where arc there any, even the guil- 
ticſt, that to this day ſhew the leaſt ſig'of 
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Remorte ? No, they murder him every 
year ftilLm their ſcorn and neglect ; leave 
it wholly to the Church of E noland tO re- 
pent of 7heir Wickedneſs; are no more 
concern'd on the 7 hirtieth of Zanuary, than 
the Zews are on Good-friday. Nay, - far 
from repenting , they are almoſt ready to 
juittfie, nay repeat the Wickednefs : would 
uſe the Heir ſo too;:whom God has ſowon- 
derfully Aﬀerted and Reſtored : ſach a 
bold, obſtinate, invincible Impiety', as it 


the Fews ſhould have indcavour'd to have 


laid hold on our Saviour, and to have cru- 
cifi'd him again , even after his moſt glo- 
rious and miraculous Reſurrection. Bur 
blefled be God, their Defigns are in a great 
meaſure defeated ; and that fo ſtrangely 
too, and unexpectedly , that we can attri- 
| bute it to nothing but Providence ; to 
that over-ruling Power that commands 
Seas and Winds ; that ftills the raging. of 
the Waves, and: the madneſs of chef People. 
He but ſaid, Let there be Peace, and there 
was 4 wondrous Calm on a ſudden; and 
- the ilþ-prefaging. Monſters that appear'd ſo 
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boldly, and played in the Storm, preſent- 
ly drew in their frighted Heads, and ſunk 
all down to the bottom ; -and all again 
was clear and quict , and all was bright 
again and ſerene. That God in his mercy 
may be pleasd to continue our Peace and 
Happineſs, let us take heed that we pro- 
voke Him not to Wrath by our Iniquatics : 
"Tis to be hoped, this laſt Warning has 
wrought in us ſome Amendment; but yet, 
we are not to think our ſclyes paſt all fear 
or danger : God ſeems, as 1t were, to try us 
a while, and we are now upon our good 
Behaviour ; if we return to our fins, aflure 
our ſelves Judgments will follow; and that 
hour we grow wicked again,ſome new Plot 
will be diſcover d. But let us conſtantly 
ſerve God , and be fincere, faithful Chri- 
{tians, and then let Geneva, and Rome, and 
Hell it ſelf conſult together , and their 
Deſigns ( as others have done ) ſhall end 
in our Safety and Eſtabliſhment. For 'tis 
We, 'tis We alone; that are able to deſtroy 
our ſelves ; 'twas not all the vaſt Rams, 
and warlike Enguncs of the. Romans, but the 
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Sins of the People, and the Wickedneſs of 
the Defendants , that batter'd the ſtrong 
Towers, and beat down the Walls of 7e- 
ruſalem. | 
There is but one thing more I ſhall 
humbly recommend, and ſo leave you to 
God's Blefling and Protection : That in 
your places and ſtations, as far as the Law 
and Religion requires, you. would be active 
and induftrious againſt all Enemies what- 
ſoeyer; that we may not ( like unfortu- 
nate Hannibal) when we are fairly fight- 
ing againſt Rome , and haye brought it 
(to the Worlds amazement ) to the great- 
eſt ſtraits and hardſhips, be baſely berray'd 
and ruind , by a troubleſome domeſtic Fa- 
Aion; by a litle Politic Hanno, with his 
' punic Faith and Honeſly. And as you are 
to look to our Enemies, ſo let me once 
more, (for God's ſake, for your own ſake, 
and for the ſake of your Poſterity) let me 
once more deſire you to look moſt care- 
fully to your ſelyes: to be ſerious and con- 
{cientious in all the Duties. of our Re- 


ligion ; to be Sober, and Temperate, and - 
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Juſt, and Charitable,and Modeft, and Hum- 
ble, and Pious, and Devout ; that they 
who are of the contrary part , may be 
aſhamed of their Oppoſition , and may at 
length be overcome, by our holy and yir- 
tuous Converſations : Thus ſhall we do 
mighty Service, and bring great Honour 
to our Nation ; For thoſe are ſtill the faith- 
fulleſt Subjefts , that are the trueſt and beſt 
Chriſtians. May we conſider what has 
been ſaid, and God give us a right under- 
ſtanding in all things. 


To God the Father , Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion , now 
and for evermore. Amen. 


s —_ 


; 
J 


* — ——>— 7 
— 


- IS 
es es ah 


” 
F : # 
- 
a LE AF, 
[| , 
8 
: 
k" C 
. LY ; - 
þ by 
i H% UL, 
j 
o 
HH 
if 18 
pi Wh. 
f p 
Ws 
4 C 


EI Y 
_—_—_ 


i ds. ea. 
a x - - — 


IEF -% . 9 C *Y, - "_—— 
& So -2-% mafrews; es A ———_— 
Leaked oat. tion. I. to it; was 3; : . ors "FR 


